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NOTE
The following is the report given by the Associated Press
of India concerning the judgment of the High Court setting
aside the conviction by the Chief Presidency Magistrate
of K. K Sarkar on the charge of sedition in respect of a
speech given wherein he spoke in favour of Communism
as a form of government, and was sentenced to one year's
rigorous imprisonment.
"It is really absurd," Justice Lort-Wilhams declared, "to
say that speeches of this kind amount to sedition If such
were the case, every argument against the present form of
government might be alleged to lead to hatred of the Govern-
ment and to bring the Government into contempt" He
added that all the speech amounted to was a recommendation
that a Bolshevik form of government was pieferable to a
capitalist form of government, and all the speaker did was
to encourage young men to join the Bengal Youth League
and carry on propaganda for inducing as large a number of
people as possible to become supporters of the idea of Com-
munism as represented by the present Bolshevik system in
Russia. In their Lordships' opinion it was unwise to institute
a prosecution of this kind The effect was to give the impres-
sion that Government was desirous of taking the kind of
step which had been taken in countries like Germany or
Italy, where the right of free speech had practically disap-
peared. "So far as we know that ts not the present position in
India "
The accused was directed to be acquitted.